








	
		
		
			
				

					
						
														[image: ]							
						

					


					
						
								Our Work
	Animals in Laboratories
		Animal Testing
	Be Cruelty-Free Campaign
	Biomedical Research



	Animal Protection & Crisis Response
		Abuse/Neglect
	Cruelty in Entertainment
	Disaster Response



	Companion Animals
		Dogfighting
	Dog and Cat Welfare
	Dog Meat Trade
	Horse Slaughter



	Farm Animals
		Animal Agriculture and Climate Change
	Factory Farming
	Plant-Based Eating



	Wildlife
		Fur
	Human-Wildlife Coexistence
	Rhino and Elephant Protection
	Seal Slaughter
	Shark Finning
	Trophy Hunting
	Whaling
	Wildlife Trade



	Other Ways We Help
		Education and Training
	Legislation/Political Advocacy
	Policy and Treaties









	How You Can Help
	Ways to Give
		Donate Monthly
	Donate Once
	Leave a Gift in Your Will
	Give in Honor of Someone
	Workplace Giving
	Give Stocks or Bonds



	Get Involved
		Sign Up
	Take Action
	Careers









	About Us
	Who We Are
		Our Impact
	Our Leadership
	Where We Work
	Financial Information
	FAQs
	Contact Us



	Media
		News and Resources
	Media Contacts











						
					

					
	Country | Language

	
		
			
				View regionalized content in English			
				Global
	Africa
	Brazil
	Canada
	Europe
	India
	Latin America
	Mexico
	South Korea
	United Kingdom


		

				
			
				View available translated content			
				Deutsch
	Italiano
	Polski
	Français
	Español 
	Română


		

	




					
						
														DONATE
						

					


					
													
								
								[image: Search]

								
								
									
										
											[image: Close]
										
									

									

	
		Search for:
		
	
	



								

							

												
							
							[image: Mobile Menu]
							[image: Mobile Close]
							
						

					


				

			

		


		
															
	Country | Language

	
		
			
				View available translated content			
				Deutsch
	Italiano
	Polski
	Français
	Español 
	Română


		

		
			
				View regionalized content in English			
				Global
	Africa
	Brazil
	Canada
	Europe
	India
	Latin America
	Mexico
	South Korea
	United Kingdom


				

		
	




			
				

	
		Search for:
		
	
	


			

				Our Work
	Our Work
	Animals in Laboratories
		Animals in Laboratories
	Animal Testing
	Be Cruelty-Free Campaign
	Biomedical Research



	Animal Protection & Crisis Response
		Animal Protection & Crisis Response
	Abuse/Neglect
	Cruelty in Entertainment
	Disaster Response



	Companion Animals
		Companion Animals
	Dogfighting
	Dog and Cat Welfare
	Dog Meat Trade
	Horse Slaughter



	Farm Animals
		Farm Animals
	Animal Agriculture and Climate Change
	Factory Farming
	Plant-Based Eating



	Wildlife
		Wildlife
	Fur
	Human-Wildlife Coexistence
	Rhino and Elephant Protection
	Seal Slaughter
	Shark Finning
	Trophy Hunting
	Whaling
	Wildlife Trade



	Other Ways We Help
		Other Ways We Help
	Education and Training
	Legislation/Political Advocacy
	Policy and Treaties






	How You Can Help
	How You Can Help
	Ways to Give
		Ways to Give
	Donate Monthly
	Donate Once
	Leave a Gift in Your Will
	Give in Honor of Someone
	Workplace Giving
	Give Stocks or Bonds



	Get Involved
		Get Involved
	Sign Up
	Take Action
	Careers






	About Us
	About Us
	Who We Are
		Who We Are
	Our Impact
	Our Leadership
	Where We Work
	Financial Information
	FAQs
	Contact Us



	Media
		Media
	News and Resources
	Media Contacts








		

	
	

	


	
		

									
		
			
				
												
								Home								
																		About Us News & Media
									 																Why Support the EU Canadian Seafood
							

											

									
						
							Share
	Click to share on Facebook (Opens in new window)
	Click to share on Twitter (Opens in new window)
	Click to email a link to a friend (Opens in new window)
	




						

					

							

		

	
	
			
				
					
						
							
								

	
					
				January 6, 2011			

						Why Support the EU Canadian Seafood Boycott

							Humane Society International

				

	

	
		
	
[image: ]

Sign the pledge today to save a life.






Opposition to commercial seal hunting is gaining momentum around the world, and governments, including the European Union, are increasingly taking action to end the trade in products of this brutality.

Meanwhile, each year, the EU buys hundreds of millions of euros worth of seafood caught by Canadian fishermen who either directly participate in the annual commercial slaughter of seal pups or lend their support to the killing.

Now, we are calling for a Europe-wide boycott of Canadian seafood because Europe is a major market for Canadian seafood.

Connection with commercial fisheries

Commercial seal slaughter is an off-season activity mostly conducted over just a few days by a few thousand fishermen from Canada’s east coast. Out of a population of more than 30 million people, 5,000 to 6,000 Canadians participate in the commercial seal hunt each year. On average, the fishermen who take part in sealing earn only a tiny fraction of their annual incomes from it.

The connection between commercial fisheries and the seal slaughter, and the economics of both industries, makes a boycott of Canadian seafood products an effective point of pressure for ending the killing.

Boycott goes from strength to strength

Since 2005, more than 650,000 individuals and more than 5,500 restaurants and grocery stores in the U.S., Canada and Europe have joined the ProtectSeals campaign in boycotting Canadian seafood. A number of well-known chefs [PDF] have also signed on.

They are making clear to Canada’s fishing industry that there are certain practices that are simply inconsistent with responsible, humane marine stewardship and that the commercial seal hunt is one of them. Until Canada’s fishing industry rises to a higher level of compassionate marine stewardship by giving up its support for and engagement in the commercial seal hunt, thousands of socially conscious citizens and companies are electing to shift their seafood purchasing away from it.

Help end the slaughter

European consumers and businesses that purchase Canadian seafood have the power to convince the Canadian government and individual fishermen to stop the slaughter of seals.

The Canadian government, Canada’s fishing industry, and individual sealers face an important economic decision. Until Canada’s commercial seal hunt is ended for good, the ProtectSeals network will continue and expand the boycott of Canadian seafood products.

Canada’s annual commercial seal hunt is the largest slaughter of marine mammals on the planet.  Now is the time to send a message to Canada that this hunt needs to be ended once and for all. Learn more about the slaughter and why it is so cruel—and then sign the pledge today [for individuals /for chefs and businesses [PDF]] to help us finally stop this needless suffering.
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